It is, therefore, not at all wonderful, that to the elucidation of the causes of this disease, to the probable means of its prevention, and to the discovery of means of arresting its progress, and, as often is proposed, of curing it, medical writers should devote so large a proportion of attention ; and that so many works should from time to time be published, the object of which is to ascertain the causes, to prevent the formation, and to oppose the progress of this pernicious de- stroyer of the human race.
The works, the titles of which are prefixed to this article, are in different modes, and on different accounts entitled to attention, independent of the interest and importance of the subject of which they propose to treat. it be from unwillingness, on the early appearance of the symptoms, to apply to physicians, or from other causes, which it is unnecessary to specify, it rarely happens, that the physician has it in his power to apply means to check the very first beginnings of the disease, and almost never, that he has it in his power, to employ prophylactic means to prevent the development of the disease in the persons of those, in whom it may be apprehended to be about to take place.
To us it appears quite indispensable, absolutely necessary, to admit at once, in the present state of knowledge, the fact, that tubercular deposits in the internal organs naturally produce so much disintegration and destruction of tissue, that it is not at all rational to say, either that these deposits are innocuous, or that by any known means the disintegrating processes which they induce, can be arrested, or the parts so destroyed can be restored. We attach no importance, we never did attach importance, to the notion of the mode of cure adopted by Laennec, and which either of itself or in a modified shape, forms so large a proportion of the basis of modern theories on the cure of Consumption. 
